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human beings do; since all that they do being the
consequence of some of the impulses with which their
Creator must have endowed them, all must equally be
considered as done in obedience to his will. As this
practical conclusion was shrunk from, it was necessary
to draw a distinction, and to pronounce that not the
whole, but only parts of the active nature of mankind
point to a special intention of the Creator in respect to
their conduct. These parts it seemed natural to
suppose, must be those in which the Creator's hand
is manifested rather than the man's own: and hence
the frequent antithesis between man as God made
him, and man as he has made himself. Since what
is done with deliberation seems more the man's own
act, and he is held more completely responsible for
it than for what he does from sudden impulse., the
considerate part of human conduct is apt to be set
down as man's share in the business, and the incon-
siderate as Grod's. The result is the vein of senti-
ment so common in the modern world (though unknown
to the philosophic ancients) which exalts instinct at
the expense of reason; an aberration rendered still more
mischievous by the opinion commonly held in con-
junction with it, that every, or almost every, feeling
or impulse which acts promptly without waiting to
ask questions, is an instinct. Thus almost every
variety of unreflecting and uncalculating impulse
receives a kind of consecration, except those which.